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Jane Wissinger is Professor Emerita at the University 
of Minnesota. She earned her B.A. from Susquehanna 
University, M.S. from Georgia Institute of Technology, 
and Ph.D. in Organic Chemistry from Northwestern 
University. After five years as a research scientist at 
Rohm & Haas Co., she joined the University of 
Minnesota, where she transformed the organic 
chemistry curriculum by integrating green and 
sustainable chemistry, systems thinking, and the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals. As a Senior Principal 
Investigator in the NSF Center for Sustainable 
Polymers, she advanced sustainable plastics education 
and research. Her distinguished career has been 
recognized with numerous awards, including the ACS 
Fellow Award (2023) and the ACS Green Chemistry 
Institute Career Achievement Award (2024). She 
currently chairs the IUPAC Interdivisional Committee 
on Green Chemistry for Sustainable Development. 
 

Wissinger Research Group 
https://sites.google.com/umn.edu/wissingerresearchgr
oup/home  

 
 
Mark Distefano is currently Distinguished 

McKnight Professor of Chemistry and Medicinal 

Chemistry at the University of Minnesota.  

He received his B.A. degree in Chemistry and 

Biochemistry from the University of California at 

Berkeley, his Ph.D. degree from Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology and was a postdoctoral 

fellow at the California Institute of Technology.  

He has published more than 200 research 

articles, book chapters and reviews and is 

currently Editor in Chief for Bioorganic Chemistry. 

His current research is focused on understanding 

and exploiting protein lipid modification including 

protein prenylation. 

 
Distefano Research Group 
https://distefano.chem.umn.edu/  
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